
CHAIRMANS MESSAGE
By: Tim Waldeck, Chair   

Eagle International Associates 
 

Dear Eagle Members:
 
I’m both excited and energized as I take on 
the chairmanship of Eagle.  As you know, my 
predecessor John Cuttino provided strong leadership 
and direction.  I hope to continue both.  I remind 
you of one of the challenges that John made to us 
and that was to diversify our organization.  I echo 
that challenge.  As I have heard from many of 
you who agree, I encourage each of you to look to 
your firm for additional participation of diverse 
members or the inclusion of others by recruitment.  
 
We have moved from essentially one educational 
program a year to now six.  As I reported at our 
annual meeting, these programs have allowed 
Eagle members to have the opportunity to meet 
in excess of 330 clients during a two year span of 
time.  In addition, we have both established and 
differentiated ourselves from other organizations by 
the quality of our educational programs.  The panel 
discussion format not only is the perfect way to get 
participation from our clients, but replaces the old 
single speaker approach.  I think all agree that the 
panel presentations are much better.  As you will see 
by articles about our recent programs in Richmond 
and in Chicago, clients continue to be the lifeblood of 
this organization and our attention should be focused 
on them in developing our commitment to Eagle.  
This is accomplished most easily by having them 
actively participate in our seminars or attend them.   

(Continued on page 2)
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As you know, not only have we provided excellent 
educational opportunities, but with the outstanding 
work of Frank and Terri Napolitani these seminars are 
located at great venues with impeccable service which 
is noted by our panelists and attendees.  Terri’s follow-
through on CLE and CE credit has been significant in 
developing the success of these seminars.  Jeff Hill’s 
enthusiasm in taking over the Marketing Committee 
continues to produce excellent results.  I congratulate 
Jeff on his appointment as Vice Chairman; he will 
continue on as head of the Marketing Committee.  
 
As I look to the future of our organization, I see it as an 
opportunity for further refinement of our mission with 
an express hope of greater inclusion of our members 
in all aspects of our membership.  To that end, many 
of you will be called upon to take on roles both as 
committee members, seminar participants and as Jeff 
Hill so eloquently put it, we are all part of the Marketing 
Committee.  Further, your Board will be involved in 
evaluating the involvement of TPAs as participants 
in our seminars and a committee has been appointed 
already for that purpose.  In addition, we anticipate 
further evaluation of untapped resources in the form 
of identifying self-insureds or those that direct their 

own claims as a target for upcoming seminars.   We 
have had the good fortune of Frank and Terri serving 
Eagle for a number of years and we are hopeful that 
will continue.  Nonetheless, a succession plan needs 
to be evaluated as a good business practice.  We will 
be working closely with Frank and Terri on the issue.  
 
We have upcoming our Paris seminar on October 
11, 2013 followed by a mini-seminar in London on 
October 14, 2013.  I believe this will be a valuable 
trip for you and for your firms and for the good of 
Eagle.  You are encouraged to participate in both 
events and to identify and bring with you clients. 
 
Finally, I would like to note that the attribute of 
a good trial lawyer is to be a good listener.  I hope 
to be a good listener and welcome the opportunity 
for you to contact me with any comments or 
questions that you might have.  As I look forward 
to the upcoming year, I’m excited by the energy and 
commitment of our members and I thank you for it.    

Best wishes,
Tim Waldeck

CHAIRMANS MESSAGE - Continued from page 1

So far, 2013 has been a successful and busy year for the 
Publications Committee and Eagle International.  The 
year began with the publication of an updated edition 
of Statutes of Limitation & Rules for Comparative/
Contributory Negligence for the Fifty States and 
the District of Columbia. We followed with the June 
publication of Negligence Defenses and Age of Risk 
Appreciation in Child Sex Abuse Claims in the Fifty 
States and the District of Columbia.  The latter was 
produced in response to a direct request by Church 
Mutual Insurance Company confirming Eagle’s status 
as the go to organization for CMIC’s legal needs. 
These publications provide the organization, and its 

members, invaluable exposure and they are a great 
marketing tool to be disseminated to other clients as 
well.  We also managed to put together this edition of 
the Eagle News.  We anticipate that the second half 
of 2013 will be as productive as the first.  If you have 
any comments or suggestions for the Publications 
Committee contact me at jwv@nvnolaw.com.

By: John W. VanDenburgh, Esq.   
Committee Chair 

A NOTE FROM THE PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE
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Timothy W. Waldeck Esq., Waldeck Law Firm P.A. 
Minneapolis, Minnesota

By: John W. VanDenburgh, Esq.   

MEMBER PROFILE:

New Eagle Chairman Tim Waldeck’s legal career 
came close to ending before it even began.  After 
graduating from Drake University Law school in 
1972 he went to work for a nine person insurance 
defense firm.  He took the bar exam in February and 
learned that he had passed in May.  However, before 
he was officially sworn in as an attorney, he was 
sent by his new firm to cover a pre-trial conference.  
The Judge told the parties to try and settle the case.  
Tim, a skilled negotiator even back then, took a 
tough stance much to the displeasure of plaintiff’s 
counsel.  The case didn’t settle that day but when Tim 
returned to the office there was a fax waiting for him 
promising to report him to the State of Minnesota 
for practicing law without a license. It was from the 
disgruntled plaintiff’s attorney.  Tim called the judge 
and explained the circumstances; the Judge directed 
that Tim appear and try the case following formal 
admission and Tim has gone on to have a “Hall of 
Fame” career.  That’s right; Eagle has its own Hall of 
Famer.  It is a little known fact that Tim was elected 
to the Minnesota Timberwolves season ticketholder 
Hall of Fame.  After twenty years of loyalty to the 
franchise he entered the Hall of Fame and was 
awarded the coveted “Timberwolves scarf” that 
provides stylish warmth on those winter game nights.

Loyalty, family and service play significant parts in 
Tim’s private and professional life.  He and his wife, 
Becky, have been married for 44 years.  They have 
four grown children, two of which, Ted and Peter, 
are attorneys working with their dad.  Tim is an 
accomplished attorney. He is AV rated by Martindale 
Hubbell and  has practiced exclusively in insurance 
defense throughout most of his career providing 
defense to both surplus lines and standard line carriers 
with primary emphasis in defense of products liability, 
professional liability, and clergy abuse claims.   It 
was his product liability work that brought him into 
contact with Eagle International in the early 1990’s.  
Tim was defending medical device product liability 
claims for UniEurope when they were acquired 
by AXA.  Eagle member John McKay was in the 

process of trying to persuade AXA to adopt Eagle as 
the source of their defense counsel nationwide.  AXA 
was amenable to that idea except for a few states 
where they wanted to continue their relationship with 
existing counsel.  One of those counsel, was Tim 
Waldeck.  Undeterred, McKay contacted Waldeck 
and extended an invitation to join Eagle.  Tim was 
attracted to Eagle which offered an invaluable 
marketing opportunity for a small Minnesota firm 
to develop national contacts with Excess & Surplus 
line carriers.  As his association with Eagle became 
more and more productive Tim felt it was important 
to volunteer his time and talent to help develop and 
expand the organization as a member of the Board of 
Directors and now as Chairman of the organization.

Tim notes that over the last few years Eagle has 
successfully expanded its visibility and credibility in 
the industry through regional educational seminars 
for clients that offer the dual benefit of providing 
industry representatives with needed continuing 
education while at the same time giving Eagle 
members unprecedented access to industry decision 
makers.  He would like to expand Eagle’s efforts in 
that regard to self-insured clients and would like to 
increase participation by Eagle members in all areas 
of the organization believing that the greater the 
membership participation, the greater the return for 
all members.    

When I asked Tim about what he does for leisure he 
told me about his service as a Guardian Ad Litem.  
For a number of years he has been involved in helping 
children and their families through difficult and 
emotional times.  Although often stressful, he views 
his service as a Guardian Ad Litem, not as “work” 
but as a productive hobby.  During his tenure, Tim 
hopes to expand the service Eagle is able to provide 
to its clients and to expand and increase the level 
of member participation.  Best of luck to Tim as he 
assumes the Chairmanship.
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2013 EVENTS - PAST AND FUTURE

Richmond - March 2013 - By: Jeff Hill, Program Chair 

Eagle presented its conference entitled How to Avoid 
Litigation Nightmares:  Evidence Preservation, 
Liability and Coverage Evaluation in Unusual Cases 
and Using Negotiation and Mediation to Avoid Bad 
Outcomes in Richmond, Virginia on March 21, 2013. 
Eagle member Dan Ripper discussed current issues 
surrounding spoliation of evidence - and the risk 
associated with not maintaining records and videos 
that relate to an incident.  Eagle members Mitch 
Orpett and Jeff Hill discussed liability and insurance 
coverage issues relating to mass shootings. After their 
presentations, they participated in a panel discussion 
of the issues with Joe Feichtel of Markel, Stacy Davis 
of Virginia Farm Bureau and Tim Hughes of Argo. 
The panelists addressed a wide range of practical 
issues that will arise in a sudden, high visibility 
incident like a tragic shooting. 

Eagle members David Hudgins and Fred Gleaton 
spoke to and led panel discussions of mediation. 
Our mediation panelists included Linda Hinckle of 
Colony Specialty, Rob Tameler of ALPS and Harland 
Westgage of Professional Risk Management Services.  
All the panelists presented a wide range of mediation 
strategies applicable to an extensive array of cases. 

Eagle clients and friends dined at Lemarie Restaurant 
in the historic Jefferson Hotel   during which the 
day’s seminar was further discussed. The day was a 
huge success and the venues of the Commonwealth 
Club and the Jefferson Hotel provided their usual 
outstanding job assisting us.

Oak Brook Hills (Chicago) May 2013 - By: Mitch Orpett, Program Chair 

Eagle’s Spring Meeting was held on May 16-17 in 
Oak Brook, Illinois, just outside of Chicago.  Seventy-
six Eagles and guests gathered for an informative and 
entertaining CLE session, “Avoiding the Cuckoo’s 
Nest:  Successfully Defending and Resolving 
Troublesome Claims.”  In addition to enjoying 
interesting presentations and panel discussions, we 
also got together for dinner and refreshments the night 
before the seminar itself.  Topping off the festivities, 
Eagles and guests split into two 
groups – one to hit the links 
and to enjoy the challenges of 
the beautiful Willow Crest golf 
course and the other to enjoy 
the unique Chicago experience 
of watching Cubs “baseball” 
from a rooftop speakeasy 
across the street from historic 
Wrigley Field.  While the Cubs performed about as 
expected in losing to the New York Mets (who must 
have someone they can beat), Eagles and guests who 
comprised the faculty of our seminar hit nothing but 
home runs, driving practical tips home in bunches 
with nary a strikeout or passed ball.

Our industry guests seemed delighted by the 
opportunity to participate in our CLE, by the activities 
and quality of the organization, beautifully run (as 
always) by Terri Napolitani and by their interaction 
with Eagle members.  Eagle members in attendance 
had the opportunity to spend quality time with several 
potential clients.   My profound thanks, in addition to 
Terri and Frank, without whom I would have suffered 
profound psychological and emotional damage, goes 

to the Committee, whose tireless 
efforts and inspiration led to a 
meeting about which we could all 
be proud.  The members of the 
Committee were;  David Abrams, 
Jeff Clayman, Dave Macdonald, 
Paul Finamore, Dan Ripper, Brad 
Russell and Matt Schrader.  Please 
buy them all drinks next time you 

see them and give them your thanks.  They deserve 
it. Chicago offered a fine venue for the meeting with 
many industry guests from whom to draw.  Based on 
this year’s Spring Meeting, you should resolve not to 
miss our next visit.  I look forward to welcoming you 
again at that time.
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2013 EVENTS - PAST AND FUTURE

Church Mutual Insurance Company Visit June 2013 - By: Paul Finamore, Program Chair 

More than two dozen Eagles traveled to Merrill, 
Wisconsin for our annual trip to Church Mutual on 
June 25-26, 2013.  The evening before the seminar, we 
had an enjoyable evening in Wausau where we had a 
wonderful turnout from Church Mutual for the event.  
The next day, we held a half-day seminar in Merrill, 
including topics that Church Mutual identified for us 
such as good faith/bad faith, water run-off claims, 
sudden emergency and last clear chance, ages for 
capacity to appreciate risk and current UIM/UM 
issues.  Paul Finamore was Chair of the seminar 

committee and Jeff Clayman, Chris Koning, Mitch 
Orpett, Rich Diestel, John D’Amelio, Jeff Hill, 
Mike Woodson, Matt Schrader, Shea Conley, Dave 
Hudgins, Paul de Lorimier, Tim Waldeck and Art 
Kutzer all participated in the various presentations.   
It was an interactive program with plenty of audience 
participation.  In addition to the seminar, we prepared 
a booklet with a 50 state compendium regarding the 
age of capacity for minors’ claims.  The feedback both 
during and after the program has been very positive, 
and we are looking forward to a return trip next year.

Kansas City - September 2013

On September 11th this year, Eagle will hold its first 
seminar at the Intercontinental Hotel in Kansas City, 
Missouri.  Brad Russell and Steve Fields will Co-Chair 
the seminar Claims Handling:  The Good, The Bad 
and The Ugly.  Dan Ripper will reprise his presentation 
on Spoliation of Evidence and Matt Schrader will 
echo his presentation on Sudden Emergency and Last 
Clear Chance.  Jeff Hill and Marc Sheiness will Co-
Moderate a panel discussion on good faith/bad faith 
claims handling with panelists Nan Grube of AXIS 
US Insurance, Konrad Hendrickson of ANPAC, Mike 
Mattix of Armed Forces Insurance and Amy Parker 

of Swiss Re.  Steve Fields will speak on Subrogation, 
Contribution and Indemnity followed by Brad 
Russell’s presentation on Judicial Estoppel – Civil 
Liability Claims & Bankruptcy.  Wrapping up the 
day will be a panel discussion Co-Moderated by Brad 
Russell and Clint Whitworth on Mediation.  Cindy 
Khin of MEDMARC and Tom Meierant of Medical 
Protective will be panelists.  Immediately following 
the seminar will be a cocktail reception and dinner 
in Eagle style.  Come join us in this new venue on 
September 11th.  We look forward to seeing you there!

Europe - October 2013
It’s been five years since Eagle has presented in Paris 
and London.  European and U.S. members have been 
busy creating an informative and entertaining full day 
seminar in Paris on October 11th.   Tentatively entitled 
The Long and Ubiquitous Arm of Liability:  
D&O and Products, the European members 
will present a morning session reporting 
on D&O coverage, along with a segment 
of developing trends in the U.S. for D&O 
insurance.  A panel discussion with insurers, 
brokers and risk managers will complement 
the presentations.  The afternoon session 
will have the Eagle Players on stage for a 
mock Pre-Trial and Trial Presentations of 
a pharmaceutical case.  Annarita Busbee is 
Chairing this portion of the Program.  Roles 
in the mock presentations will have Mario Ciano 
returning as the Judge, Gene Backus, Dave Abrams 

and Burt Satcher as Plaintiff’s counsel, John Egan, 
Paul de Lorimier and Mitch Orpett as Defense 
counsel, John McKay as the Movant on a Motion 
to Dismiss/Claim Preclusion with Juliette Vogel 

as the Nonmoving party followed by a panel 
discussion with Jeff Hill, Alex Hagan, Dave 
Abrams and invited client guests to discuss the 
presentations.  The seminar will be presented 
at the Renaissance la Defense Hotel in Paris 
by simultaneous translation.  A reception and 
dinner will take place the evening before for 
Eagles and invited guests.

We will then travel to London for a late afternoon 
presentation of U.S. Legal Developments and 
Trends to brokers and insurers on Monday, 

October 14th.  Following in London style, a reception 
with “pub grub” will be provided.  
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REFERRALS

January
Thanks to the presentations and nurturing of 
relationships with Alterra Specialty at our Richmond 
Spring 2011 Eagle Conference (Torie Southhall, 
Claim Manager and others), we received a defense of 
a professional liability claim in the Cleveland office 
and the defense of a commercial casualty claim in our 
Columbus office.  Mario Ciano, Reminger Co.

We were assigned another large medical claim by 
Church Mutual.  Thanks to all who tirelessly work 
with John Cleary and the folks up in Wisconsin to 
maintain this wonderful business source.  Gene 
Backus, Backus Carranza & Burden

Many thanks to Burt Satcher for bringing Denny 
Rodriguez of Professional Risk Management 
Services, Inc.to Eagle’s Boston meeting.  Denny’s 
colleague just called me to assign a new matter in 
North Carolina.  Alex Hagan, Ellis & Winters

Many thanks to Dave Pennington for referring his 
partner to me to serve as local counsel in the defense 
of a life insurance case in federal district court here 
in Connecticut.  Jamie Sullivan, Howard Kohn 
Sprague & Fitzgerald

I am pleased to announce, and I think it’s a good omen 
for our fall seminar in Europe, that I have received 
from an old and loyal client and friend of Eagle – 
AXA – a products liability assignment.  In addition, 
I am pleased to announce that we have received yet 
another SA assignment from Church Mutual.  What a 
wonderful way to start the year and to remember the 
significance of Eagle and what it can mean to all of us 
for 2013.  Tim Waldeck, Waldeck Law Firm

Through our Eagle Connection we have received a 
new assignment from Frank McLaughlin to defend a 
Generali insured in a major case.  Jim Ryan, James 
Ryan III & Associates

I am pleased to advise of a new assignment from 
United Church Insurance Co.  Eagle works! John 
Egan, Rubin & Rudman

We too have seen evidence of Eagle working in our 
firm.  We just received a new matter from Church 
Mutual.   Thanks everyone.  Alex Hagan, Ellis & 
Winters

We are pleased to report the referral of a premises 
liability matter from the Insurance Board.  York 
is serving as the TPA on the file.  Our thanks to 
John Egan for introducing us to this client and his 
development of this line of business.  Alison Crane, 
Bledsloe Cathcart Diestel Pedersen& Treppa.

I am very pleased to report our first-ever assignment 
from Church Mutual.  Thanks to David Hudgins for 
this direct referral and to all Eagles who made this 
possible.  Paul Finamore, Niles Barton & Wilmer

I too am pleased to report a new assignment from 
Church Mutual - not my first, but my first in a while.  
John Egan, Rubin & Rudman

We are pleased to announce that Andy Clark, Esq. 
of Scott Sullivan Streetman Fox referred our firm a 
Nevada client.  Gene Backus, Backus Carranza & 
Burden

Terry Ingrao graciously referred Sedgwick claims 
my way on a Connecticut case.  Thanks Terry.  Eagle 
works.  Jamie Sullivan, Howard Kohn Sprague & 
Fitzgerald

We are pleased to report two new assignments this 
week from Church Mutual Insurance Company.  Our 
continued thanks to Peter Miller and Eagle for this 
valuable client relationship.  David Abrams, Stongin 
Rothman & Abrams

Thanks to our Eagle relationship with Clint Thute, 
the General Claim Manager of Burlington/IFG in 
Scottsdale, and Michael Freeman, General Counsel 
who attended our Boston meeting, we received 2 
assignments from them, one in Kentucky and one 
in Ohio, from their Scottsdale office.  Mario Ciano, 
Reminger Co.

February
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MORE REFERRALS

We are pleased to advise that we have received a new 
referral from Scott Stedman at State Street Claims.  
Thanks to Frank Napolitani who introduced Scott to 
the organization, and thanks again to Eagle!!  David 
Abrams, Strongin Rothman & Abrams

We are pleased to announce that we received an 
assignment from Fred Benjamin with York Risk 
Services Group Inc.  We received this assignment 
through the referral of Mr. John Egan.  Thanks John 
and thanks Eagle!  Clint Whitworth, Edmonds Cole 
Law Firm

We have received a new assignment from Church 
Mutual.  Those yearly trips to Merrill surely benefit 
all who attend.  Eagle works! Stan Sliwa, Sliwa & 
Lane

We received a new Church Mutual file today.  Thanks 
to all of the Eagles who have developed and sustained 
that relationship over the years.  John VanDenburgh, 
Napierski, VanDenburgh, Napierski & O’Connor

I have received our first matter from Legal Seafood, 
thanks to the referral from John Egan.  Thanks John, 
both for the referral and inviting this client to Boston!  
Annarita Busbee, Owen Gleaton

March

I am pleased to advise of a new assignment (wrongful 
death case) from Church Mutual – which is a recurring 
source of business, but one that I would never have 
had the pleasure of serving had it not been for Eagle 
connections.  John Egan, Rubin & Rudman

Thanks to our Maryland Eagle member, Paul 
Finamore, for referring to us a client needing 
representation in an employment practices liability 
claim.   Mario Ciano, Reminger Co.

I am pleased to advise that I have just received a 
wrongful death case from York Risk Services Group 
in Columbus, Ohio for the United Church of Christ 
Insurance Board.  Much thanks to John Egan in 
putting this program together.  David Macdonald, 
Macdonald Devin

We are pleased to report the assignment of a new case 
through the United Church of Christ Insurance Board.  
Our thanks to John Egan for this referral.   Alison 
Crane, Bledsoe Cathcart

April

I am pleased to report that I recently received an 
assignment from Church Mutual to defend an 
interesting sexual assault case. My thanks to all our 
members and staff who work to keep the relationship 
with this client strong.  Dave Hudgins, Hudgins Law 
Firm

Thanks to Dave Abrams and his firm for referring a 
Tennessee matter to us from Kawasaki Rail Car.  Dan 
Ripper, Luther-Anderson

I am pleased to report a substantial sexual misconduct 
case assignment from  Brad Bollmann at Church 

Mutual just last week.  John Cuttino, Turner Padget 
Graham & Laney

Thanks to all the hard work of all the Eagle members, 
I received a new assignment from Church Mutual; a 
bad faith case in the Lower Rio Grand Valley.  Marc 
Sheiness, Sheiness Scott Grossman & Cohn

(Continued on page 8)

May
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MORE REFERRALS

I want to congratulate everyone in Eagle for the work 
you do and what you provide for us.  How else would 
we be able to successfully reach hundreds of decision 
makers?  The success we share is contagious. I 
am proud to report that Mr. Clearly from Church 
Mutual has hired me to opine on the conduct of  the 
adjuster’s who handled three claims which arose  
from a hail storm in Oklahoma City.   I want to add 
that my introduction to Mr. Cleary was through Marc 
Sheiness, to whom I am deeply grateful not only for 
this introduction, but for his friendship over the last 
30 years.   In 2009, Marc hired me to appraise the 
flood damage to three churches from litigation which 
arose from Hurricane Ike.   Thanks to you and thanks 
to Marc.  Bob Walsh, Axcel Claim Service

I am pleased to announce that we received a new 
assignment from Frank McLaughlin with Generali.  
The assignment involves the defense of a subrogation 
claim arising from an alleged product defect.  This 
is the second assignment we have received from 
Mr. McLaughlin.  I believe Eagle International was 
introduced to Mr. McLaughlin by Mr. David Abrams, 
so a special thanks to Mr. Abrams.  Our firm has only 
been a member of Eagle for about a year and half, 
but during this short time, we have received three  
good referrals from clients that we would not have 
the pleasure of serving otherwise.  Many thanks to 
all Eagle members and staff who have been involved 
in putting together Eagle conferences and inviting 
their clients to attend.  Eagle works.  I look forward 
to seeing those of you who will be attending the 
conference this week in Chicago.   Clint Whitworth, 
Edmonds Cole Law Firm

Just a quick note of thanks, to Michael Acain with 
the McKay deLorimier & Acain firm for a new 
investigative assignment referral, on a Church Mutual 
case.  Chris Koning, Koning & Associates

I am pleased to report to the membership that we 
have received our second assignment from ALPS as 
a result of contacts made at Eagle meetings.  This is 
particularly exciting because ALPS has only recently 
started writing in Louisiana.  Jeff Clayman, James 
Ryan III & Associates

Just opened my third Church Mutual file this morning 
related to contacts made through Eagle.  Sorry to 
miss out on all the fun in June but I will be in trial.  
Tiffaney Norton, Senter Goldfarb & Rice

I am pleased to announce the receipt of 4 new cases 
from Church Mutual within the last week.  My sincere 
gratitude to all who toiled to develop this book of 
business.  Stan Sliwa, Sliwa & Lane

I got one little one from CMIC. Hope to be like Stan 
someday.  David Hudgins, Hudgins Law Firm

We have just opened a new file for Swiss Re Corporate 
Solutions, a contact that arose 20 plus years ago 
because of an Eagle introduction to AXA that led to 
an introduction to Hartford Steam Boiler, and through 
HSB to an introduction to Industrial Risk Insurers 
that was acquired several years ago by Swiss Re from 
GE.  Jim Ryan, James Ryan III & Associates

May - Continued from page 7

June
I wanted to thank everyone who helped me first meet 
the people at CMIC as well as all of you who have 
visited them in Merrill. I do recognize that as a result 
of the collective work of all the Eagle members that 
I have received another bad faith case against them.  
Marc Sheiness, Sheiness, Scott, Grossman & Cohn

We received our first assignment request today from 
Church Mutual.  Although a conflict prevented us 
from accepting the assignment, it is good to know 
our firm is now on the radar thanks to Eagle.  Jason 
Campbell, Anderson Murphy & Hopkins

(Continued on page 9)
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MORE REFERRALS

June - Continued from page 8

We wish to express our thanks and gratitude to David 
Pennington who referred a client, Equity Office, Inc. 
to us.  They own/manage various office buildings and 
we are pleased to advise that they have recently sent 
us two cases.  David Abrams, Strongin, Rothman & 
Abrams

I am pleased to report that I received a subrogation 
assignment from Church Mutual while attending 
the seminar this month.  Thank you Eagle for this 
instant reward for my participation.  Dave Hudgins, 
Hudgins Law Firm

A firm in CT wanted to have me represent them in a 
legal malpractice action.  Hanover was the carrier.  I 
have done a few Hanover non-professional cases.  The 
firm asked Hanover if I could represent them.  I am not 
on their panel for this kind of work.  I was told Judith 
Simonson was the claim rep, so I told the managing 

partner of the firm to tell Judith that I am an Eagle 
member.  I recalled Judith had been at several past 
Eagle events. It turns out that Judith was in Chicago a 
few weeks ago and met my partner Chris Harrington, 
which made connecting with her and getting the case 
that much easier.  Jamie Sullivan, Howard Kohn

I would like to thank Mitch Orpett for the referral of 
an insurance breach of contract and bad faith action 
that was just recently filed in Riverside County, 
California.  This is what Eagle is all about.  Thank 
you again, Mitch.  Paul de Lormier, McKay de 
Lorimier & Acain

Thanks to David Abrams and Howard Strongin for 
recently retaining us as local counsel in Maryland.  
Paul Finamore, Niles Barton & Wilmer

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND ACCOLADES

WELCOME new member Jim Ellison of Kovarik, 
Ellison &  Mathis, P.C. in Gering, Nebraska.  Kovarik, 
Ellison & Mathis, P.C. has been serving Western 
Nebraska and the surrounding areas since 1946.  The 
lawyers at the firm have over 120 years of combined 
experience in a variety of practice areas throughout 
the entire State of Nebraska.  Jim is a member of 
Scotts Bluff County Bar Association (President 
1996), Nebraska State Bar Association, Nebraska 
Association of Trial Attorneys (I.A.D.C.), Association 
of Defense Trial Attorneys, Federation of Defense 
and Corporate Counsel (F.D.C.C.), and Defense 
Counsel Association of Nebraska (D.C.A.N.) and 
Trucking Industry Defense Association (T.I.D.A.).  
We welcome Jim and his firm to the Eagle family!

Chris Koning of Koning & Associates has expanded 
to Arizona and will be the Eagle adjuster member 
for that state.  Chris currently covers the entire state 

of California with 12 offices throughout the state as 
well as the southern Nevada territory with an office 
in Las Vegas.  Chris has been a longtime, active 
Eagle member and we are happy to expand his Eagle 
territory into Arizona! 

The Hartford County Bar Association is the oldest bar 
association in the country.  At its Annual meeting in 
April, Jamie Sullivan of Howard Kohn Sprague & 
Fitzgerald was elected President.  He follows in the 
steps of the first President of the Bar Association who 
practiced at Howard Kohn Sprague & Fitzgerald.  
Jamie held a number of leadership positions within 
the Association prior to being elected President.  

(Continued on page 10)
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MORE ANNOUNCEMENTS AND ACCOLADES  Continued from page 9

On April 5, 2013, the Geo. L. Smith II Georgia 
World Congress Center Authority (the “GWCCA”) 
executed a Memorandum of Understanding with the 
Atlanta Falcons Football Club, LLC regarding the 
development of a new operable roof, state-of-the-art 
multi-purpose stadium to serve as the future home 
of the Atlanta Falcons. The budget for this important 
economic development project currently is estimated 
to exceed $900 million. The GWCCA is represented 
on this project by a legal team which includes Pargen 
Robertson, a partner in the Atlanta firm Owen, 
Gleaton, Egan, Jones & Sweeney, LLP.

Macdonald Devin has been ranked by LexisNexis 
Martindale-Hubbell as one of the top law firms 
in Texas.  Martindale’s Peer Review Ratings are 

an objective indicator of a lawyer’s high ethical 
standards and professional ability, generated from 
confidential evaluations of lawyers by other members 
of the bar and members of the judiciary who provide 
reviews of lawyers about who they have professional 
knowledge.  

Congratulations to Eagle Member firms in Alabama 
and Mississippi  -  Scott, Sullivan Streetman & Fox, 
and in Ohio, Kentucky and Indiana the Reminger Co., 
L.P.A.  firm for being chosen as Regional “Portfolio” 
Firms to handle representation of Fireman’s Fund and 
its insureds. Most of the other firms in the program 
are large national multi-office firms and thus we are 
proud of two “little” folks among the giants.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR 2014

SPRING MEETING

SCOTTSDALE
MAY 8 - 9

FALL MEETING

NEW YORK
OCTOBER 16-17
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